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Sunday Worship    9:00 am   

Sunday School    9:30 am 

 

Church Office Hours:   Tuesday-Thursday; 9 am to 12 noon 

Church Office:       (610) 838-8821 

Fellowship Hall/Kitchen      (610) 838-2659 

 

Website:     http://www.lowersauconucc.org 

Church Email:       churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org  

Pastor’s Email:    pastorbecky1121@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook:      facebook.com Lower Saucon Ucc 

Email for BUZZ Articles:       info@lowersauconucc.org 

(Deadline: 15th of the previous month) 
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THOSE WHO SERVE FOR JANUARY 

USHER OF THE MONTH Kirk Gorkos 

DATE USHERS GREETERS ACOLYTE 
CHILDREN’S 

SERMON 

LAY 

READERS 
NURSERY 

1/5 Alan Byerley The Klotz 

Family 

Jacob Klotz 

 

Nancy Gorkos Lindsey Sanders Lisa Klotz 

Paul Wilhelm 

Lisa Klotz 

Sue Donchez 

 

1/12 Ann Goldfeder Ed & Barbara 

Gross 

Peyton Markle 

 

Diana Severn Diana Severn Chrystal Hill 

Allison Klotz 

Barbara Gross 

Kirk Lysek 

 

1/19 Geraldine Koch The Hill/Markle 

Family 

Ron Werkheiser 

 

Josh Sanders Paul Wilhelm 

Jacob Klotz 

Allison Klotz 

Kirk Gorkos 

Peyton Markle 

Ron Werkheiser 

 

1/26 Tom Sofka Alan Byerley Cael Markle 

 
Pastor Becky Betty Byerley 

 
Caylin Markle 

JoAnn Sofka 

Alan Byerley 

Paul Wilhelm 

Worship Themes for January 
 

Epiphany of the Lord Sunday  – Jan 5, 2020 

(Installation of Consistory) Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday – Jan 12, 2020 

Isaiah 42:1-9   Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany – Jan 19, 2020 

Isaiah 49:1-7   1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42 

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany – Jan 26, 2020 

Isaiah 9:1-4   1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 
 

 

Lower Saucon UCC, a progressive 

congregation rich in history, exists to: 

 Promote spiritual growth in all people of 

all ages 

 Nurture a loving and caring Christian 

community 

 Worship our Living God through faithful 

service 

Lower Saucon UCC: a place to believe, 

belong and worship together. 
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FROM PASTOR BECKY … 
 

It is hard to believe that yet another year has come 

to an end. Soon the stockings, the Christmas tree, 

the ornaments, all of the lights, and even the 

nativity will be boxed up and stored away to collect 

dust until next Christmas. One of my favorite things 

to do as I step forward into a new year is to stop and 

look back on the blessings from the previous year. 

The year 2019 was certainly an extraordinary year. 

Looking back over it, I am amazed at the number of 

ways God has blessed me. I am extremely thankful 

for all the people in both of my congregations. I 

have a wonderful husband and an amazing 

stepdaughter. The amount of joy in my life is 

overwhelming. 

 

So, I enter this new year with a heart filled with 

gratitude for all the blessings I have and with hope 

for all that is to come. As I was thinking about the 

new year the following verse from Paul’s letter to 

the Colossians came to my mind, “And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him” (Col 3:17). My goal as I enter 

into 2020 is to be more grateful every single day. 

Looking back on 2019 in what ways has God 

blessed you? I challenge you, as we move into this 

new year, to pay more attention to your blessings 

and try to live every day with gratitude and hope in 

your heart. 

In light and love, 

Pastor Becky 

 
Our Consistory met in November and discussed 

the following:  

o The Treasurer’s Report 

o Pastor’s Report 

o Youth Events  

o Upcoming Worship Services 

o Parking Lot Paving 

o Removal of Wasps 

o Online Giving via Tithe.ly 

o Including Giving Totals in Bulletin 

o HVAC Improvements 

o Fire Extinguisher Inspections 

o Filling 2020 Consistory Positions 

o 2020 Proposed Budget 

 
 

Consistory meets on the second Wednesday of the 
month.  Their meetings are open to every member of 
our congregation.  For comments, concerns or further 
details, please see any member of Consistory.  

2020 Consistory 
 

Alan Byerley    Cheryl Christman 

Sue Donchez    Ann Goldfeder                 

Kirk Gorkos (Treasurer) Donna Louder                 

Tom Sofka    Nick Spengler 

Paul Wilhelm   Pam Wolf 

Officers will be chosen at the January meeting. 
 

Annual Meeting Minutes 
The Congregational Meeting was called to Order by 

the President, Alan Byerley, at 9:50 A.M. Sunday, 

November 10, 2019. 
 

Alan appointed Paul Wilhelm as Parliamentarian, 

Kirk Gorkos and Lisa Klotz as the Tellers, to count 

the votes, and Sue Donchez as Secretary to record 

the minutes of the meeting. Kirk and Lisa counted 

40 members present.  
 

The purpose of the Meeting is to approve the 2020 

Budget, nominate and approve Consistory members 

to fill the current openings, and nominate a 

Conference Representative.  A show of hands will 

be used for the voting. 
 

Alan said a prayer. Alan then asked for a motion to 

approve the 2020 Budget. Nancy Gorkos made a 

motion to accept the budget. Josh Sanders seconded 

the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

mailto:alan.byerley@rcn.com
mailto:cherylchristman@hotmail.com
mailto:sdpsumom@aol.com
mailto:allijaco@rcn.com
mailto:gorkofam@verizon.net
mailto:dlouder2013@gmail.com
mailto:jasofka@verizon.net
mailto:nickspengler@ymail.com
mailto:pvwilhelm@juno.com
mailto:flowmap45@aol.com


 

Alan announced that Josh Sanders and Beverly 

Koch finished their two terms and thanked them for 

their service. Alan then opened the nominations to 

the floor. He nominated Nick Spengler for a second 

term. Nick accepted. Nick nominated Cheryl 

Christman, Donna Louder, & Tom Sofka for a first 

term and they said they would accept. Alan asked if 

there were any other nominations. There were no 

other nominations. Diana Severn made a motion to 

accept those nominated and Josh Sanders seconded 

the motion. The nominations were closed. The 

members present voted unanimously to accept Nick 

Spengler, Cheryl Christman, Donna Louder & Tom 

Sofka as the new Consistory members.  
 

Alan asked for nominations for a Conference 

Representative. Paul Wilhelm made a motion to 

nominate Kirk Gorkos. Kirk accepted. Ann 

Goldfeder seconded. The motion passed 

unanimously. 
 

Alan asked if there was any new business. Alan 

thanked Kirk Gorkos for all the work that he does 

for the church. Diana Severn wanted to thank Gerrie 

Koch for all her years of service as Treasurer. 

Online giving using Tithe.ly was brought up. Nick 

Spengler will spearhead online giving with no 

additional cost to the church.  
 

Josh Sanders made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Lisa Klotz seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Donchez 

 

Annual Report Information 

Is due to the Church Office by January 

15. 

 

You can help boost our church’s 

Facebook posts by liking our page and 

sharing our posts.  You can also help by 

checking in whenever you are in the 

building and sharing our church events.  

The more activity we have on our page the more 

people Facebook will connect us to. Join us at our 

weekly Stop to Pray Event as well. Just take a few 

minutes wherever you are to offer prayer. 
 

 
February 2 

Bring a can or two of soup 
to donate to the food bank. 

 

The E Word 
by John Edgerton 
 

 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be 

afraid, for the LORD God is my strength and my 

might and has become my salvation. With joy you 

will draw water from the wells of salvation. And in 

that day you will say: Give thanks to the LORD, call 

on God’s name; make known God’s deeds among 

the nations; proclaim that God’s name is exalted. - 

Isaiah 12:2-6 (NRSV) 

 

The prophet Isaiah wants you out in public, giving 

praise to God’s name. Isaiah wants you engaging 

with people who have never heard good news about 

God. Isaiah wants you focusing on places where 

God’s name has a bad reputation. 

 

Evangelism. Isaiah wants evangelism. 

 

Hold on, before you lick your page-flipping finger, 

hear me out. 

 

For Isaiah, evangelism is telling people about the 

deep wells of joy that faith gives you to draw upon. 

What Isaiah means by evangelism is that when you 

meet someone new, you should tell them about your 

faith because otherwise they will never understand 

the way you live your life. What Isaiah means by 

evangelism is that you should build your life upon 

the promises of God because though the world 

might be in an uproar, God’s promises will never 

fail. 

 

Tell someone about the times in your life when God 

has meant the difference between life and death. 

Make it a not-too-scary someone to start off. Don’t 

tell them what they need to do to get right with God, 

but what God has done for you to get you right with 

life. 

 

If you’re honest, if you’re vulnerable, if you glorify 

God, you’ll be amazed where the conversation goes. 

 

Prayer 
May my love for You, O God, be greater than 

bashfulness, pride, fear, lethargy, or doubt. 



 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

January 1 Ann Goldfeder 
January 3 Arlo Sanders 
January 5 Josephine Gorkos 
 Marion Pavlinsky  
January 6 Geraldine Koch 
 Jarrett Lysek 
 Ralph Yoder 
January 9 April Baylock 
January 10 Carlene Anderson 

January 12 Martha Sterling 
January 15 Douglas Lander 
January 16 John Riegel 
January 17 Hunter Hill 
 Peyton Markle 
January 20 Cael Markle 
January 21 Soren Gorkos 
January 23 Ryan Repash 
 Sean Spengler 
January 24 Darlene Repash 
January 25 Lauren Galvin 
January 28 Jared Meyer 
January 29 Edward Anderson 
 Emma Breininger 
January 31 Eric Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 
Alan Byerley         Ed Gross         Tom Sofka 

We celebrated the veterans in our congregation on 

November 10.   

 
 

Daily Devotions 
 

If you would like to practice 

daily devotions or if you have 

been doing it for years you 

may be interested in knowing 

that there are a number of 

copies of “These Days” and “The Upper Room” 

devotional booklets available in Fellowship Hall 

and the Narthex free of charge.  If you are more 

techno-savvy and would like a free Stillspeaking 

daily devotional message delivered to your email 

inbox visit http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-

spirit/daily-devotional/ 

 
 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS 

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY 

Please continue to be on the lookout 

for the envelopes you receive with 

stamps.  Just trim your used 

envelope postage so there is 1/3 inch 

of paper surrounding the stamp, and then drop them 

in one of the collection containers located in the 

Narthex or Fellowship Hall. If you want to know 

more about this ministry visit: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj0Gl1S3j6E 
 

 

OUR QUILTERS 
In-between candy making and holiday baking our 

Quilters have been very busy finishing a quilt that 

was needed by Christmas.  They will be starting the 

2020 raffle quilt after the holidays.  Anyone 

interested in donating a prize to the raffle, please 

see Elaine Kantor or Martha Sterling  
 

SHOO-FLY PIES 
Shoo-fly pies will be baked January 

18. The price is $7.00 and pies can 

be picked up from 10am – Noon.  

Donations of Gold Medal All-

purpose flour in 5 lb. bags are always welcome.  

Pies should be pre-ordered on the sign-up sheet 

posted in Fellowship Hall or you can call the church 

office by January 16.   

 

to everyone who helped to 

make and sell Christmas 

candy.  A report will follow in 

the February Buzz. 
 

http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj0Gl1S3j6E


 

Grocery Gift Cards 
 

Sign up for February Gift Cards by January 19 with 

delivery 

scheduled for 

Sunday, 

February 2. Cards can be purchased in increments 

beginning at $5 The Church earns 5% of the amount 

we sell. If there are any questions please see or call 

Gerrie Koch. You can sign up for cards in 

Fellowship Hall or the Narthex. 
 

 

EVANGELISM & MISSION NEWS 
 

Christmas Cookie Trays 
Cookie trays were packed on 

Saturday, December 14th. We 

especially appreciate all our great 

bakers. They are: Veronica, 

Elaine, Nancy, Kate, Diana, 

Kathy, Tina, Cheryl, April, and Martha. 
 

We packed 40 trays and several plates. Our cookie 

packing team included Diana, Cheryl, Paul, Kate, 

Elaine, Martha, and Bob.  
 

When all of our trays are distributed and money has 

been collected, the bakers will meet to discuss the 

disbursement of some of the funds to help others. 

 
Fellowship Hour 

 

Jan    5:   

   12:  

19:  

26:  
 

Feb    2:  

               9:  

   16:  

23:  
 

A huge thank you to Sharon Fenstermacher, Kate 

Griffiths, the Mission Committee, Veronica & Paul 

Wilhelm and the Christian Ed Committee for 

sponsoring Fellowship Hour in December. Doing so 

is a great way to celebrate a family event like a 

birthday or anniversary with your church family.  

But you don’t need to wait for a special event to be 

a sponsor.  Just choose a Sunday that suits your 

family.  If you don’t feel up to preparing and 

serving, you can save yourself the work by 

contributing a monetary donation. See Ann 

Goldfeder or Barbara Gross if you have questions. 

Please continue to make 

contributions to the food 

bank through the winter 

months. 
 

College Shoe Boxes 
The Mission Committee packed and mailed 3 shoe 

boxes to college students for their 

end of semester tests. Thanks to 

those who made contributions and 

provided money for postage. 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
to serve as ushers or greeters. 

 

A huge thank you to all those who 

already serve for their willingness to 

continue as worship leaders.  If you 

would be willing to take a turn 

greeting folks at the door on Sunday morning or 

helping to collect offering, please let Diana Severn 

know or sign up on the list in the narthex.  We always 

welcome others as acolytes, lay readers and children’s 

sermon leaders as well. 

 

 
Wednesday, January 1 & 15 and February 5 & 19 at 

7:00 PM. 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
Upcoming youth activities include: 

Jan 19  Rock Climbing 

February Bowling 
 

These activities are chosen for their appeal to our 

youth but are open to all family and friends of our 

entire congregation.  Plan to come and join in the 

fun!  
National Youth Event 2020 

July 22-25, 2020 
Purdue University  

Just an fyi that there is a new NYE website. 
Here’s the link http://www.uccpages.org/nye2020/ 

It is not completely populated but it has much more information 
and will be updated regularly. 

mailto:gkoch3@verizon.net
mailto:dsevern@hsideauto.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jAHe11uAD8zk3663rG4rj-aonsqTnepuufXEYEFwxXz13MV_CwsV7Zot0oDCsIu0M3nDIgOMQvo0noRYBUxFMrnxG3Ma2HLnL1gn26t2zDwCN0mkDXtdhJv35O82swTkMUofNoctAM1ed0PMdPqmAqihgA8W0zso&c=9-Klgc46ci-9mGwJRt8qVCLaiTav5t8NRcqAZ1cpF-hC8vLcu6f_Tg==&ch=tMOiqakVsRPEARBp2CiFaF7PuVxbWzHVh2gCp7tCF2p0INAChqIMLw==


 

 
 

Please consider attending the upcoming events at 

Emmanuel UCC. 

 

Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner 
January 1 

 

 
Letter from Bonnie Bates 

Dated 19 Dec 2019 
Happy Advent! Blessed Christmas! 

  
This Advent has been busy for me, as I am sure it has been for 
you as well. Christmas is coming and no matter how little or 
much of our preparations we have completed, Christmas will 
arrive on time – in its own time. This year, much like the first 
Christmas, Christmas creeps in the cold of night, touching us in 
ways even we may not imagine. 
  
At Christmastime, during Advent and in the days of the 
Christmas season, I often find my joy and hope in the music of 
the season. This year I found joy in the Sing-a-Long Messiah 
hosted by the Lehigh Conference of Churches, in the Bach 
Choir of Bethlehem concert, in the Lehigh Valley Chorale 
concert, and in the Christmas Spirit radio station to which I 
listen. As I was reflecting on some of the music I have heard:” 
Unto Us a Child is Born” from the Messiah touches my soul 
deeply. “Mary, Did You Know?” always touches my heart as I 
reflect on the courage and strength of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.  
This year a contemporary song sung by Francesca Battistelli 
entitled, “Heaven Everywhere” also spoke to my spirit. The 
song relates instances of transformation – people coming 
home, moving into hope, celebrating with one another. The 
verse that means the most to me right now is: 
  
 “It's funny how it takes a holiday; To show us how the world 
could truly change;  
         If we all took the time to really care; There'd be a little 
more of heaven everywhere”[1]  
  
I cannot remember a year in my life when someone didn’t 
reflect on the fact that we have the ability to treat each other 
with joy, hope, kindness, compassion and even love during the 
holidays. Yet, it seems as soon as the holidays pass, we revert 
to our old less positive behaviors. We, Christian people, are 
called to take the time to care all year round, every day, not 
just during the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. 
We are called to peace, hope, joy and love all year, not just as 
we light our Advent candles. That is what it means to live out 
our faith, to follow in the footsteps of Jesus – the one whose 
birthday we celebrate each year. Perhaps, we need to begin to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday every day instead of just once a year. 
What a difference that would make! What a world we would 
create! If we all took the time to care for and about one 
another, if we all lived into our faith and out of our faith, if we 
knelt at the foot of our Savior and then followed his example, 
the world could become a different place. 

  
This Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany begin to plan how you 
can share God’s light and love in the world, every moment of 
every day. Let’s bring heaven into the lives of people 
everywhere!                       Blessings and Merry Christmas! 
Bonnie 
 
[1] Francesca Battistelli, 2012, 
 

***************************** 

A special thank you to Betty Byerley for acting 

as our monthly proof reader. 
 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION FOR 

THE BUZZ BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH 

TO info@lowersauconucc.org 

I WILL REPLY TO IT SO YOU KNOW I 

RECEIVED IT. 
 

Search-A-Word Puzzle 
Based on Ephesians 4:22-24 (NRSV) 

 

E H D H C K H O L I N E S S  

D F S M P L I K E N E S S R  

T V E K P M O E M D H D E J  

P F L W A W C T F V N D N L  

U Y F X E X Y S H I D E S B  

D O T L G F T V M E V T U R  

E U E H K N I I C W V A O E  

L R C D G U I L R L Y E E N  

U S K H K U E D I I F R T E  

D E M Y J C A U R J P C H W  

E L H X I B U T R O S S G E  

D V U V R M K G R T C Q I D  

H E D Y R E M R O F M C R H  

B S C O R R U P T D X T A H  

Ephesians 4:22-24 

You were taught to put away your 

former way of life, your old self, 

corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to 
be renewed in the spirit of your 

minds, and to clothe yourselves with 
the new self, created according to the 

likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness. 

mailto:info@lowersauconucc.org


 

 


