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Sunday Worship    9:00 am   

Sunday School    9:30 am 

 

Church Office Hours:   Tuesday-Thursday; 9 am to 12 noon 

Church Office:       (610) 838-8821 

Fellowship Hall/Kitchen      (610) 838-2659 

 

Website:     http://www.lowersauconucc.org 

Church Email:       churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org  

Pastor’s Email:    pastorbecky1121@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook:      facebook.com Lower Saucon Ucc 

Email for BUZZ Articles:       info@lowersauconucc.org 

(Deadline: 15
th

 of the previous month) 
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THOSE WHO SERVE FOR NOVEMBER 

USHER OF THE MONTH Nick Spengler 

DATE USHERS GREETERS ACOLYTE 
CHILDREN’S 

SERMON 

LAY 

READERS 
NURSERY 

11/3 Alan Byerley Paul & Veronica 

Wilhelm 

Ron Werkheiser 

 

Nancy Gorkos Paul Wilhelm Sydney Meyer 

Paul Wilhelm 

Lisa Klotz 

Sue Donchez 

 

11/10 Ann Goldfeder Ed & Barbara 

Gross 

Cael Markle 

 

Diana Severn Betty Byerley Chrystal Hill 

Allison Klotz 

Barbara Gross 

Kirk Lysek 

 

11/17 Geraldine Koch The Klotz 

Family 

Jacob Klotz 

 

Josh Sanders Nathan Gorkos 

Ron Werkheiser 

Allison Klotz 

Kirk Gorkos 

Cael Markle 

Ron Werkheiser 

 

11/24 Tom Sofka Tom & JoAnn 

Sofka 

Peyton Markle Pastor Becky Doug Lander 

 

Caylin Markle 

JoAnn Sofka 

Alan Byerley 

Paul Wilhelm 

 

Worship Themes for November 
 

All Saint’s Sunday – November 3, 2019 

Psalm 149  Ephesians 1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-31 

 

22
nd

 Sunday after Pentecost – November 10, 2019 

Job 19:23-27a  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 

23
rd

 Sunday after Pentecost – November 17, 2019 

Isaiah 65:17-25        2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

 

Hanging of the Greens – November 24, 2019 

 

Lower Saucon UCC, a progressive 

congregation rich in history, exists to: 

 Promote spiritual growth in all people of 

all ages 

 Nurture a loving and caring Christian 

community 

 Worship our Living God through faithful 

service 

Lower Saucon UCC: a place to believe, 

belong and worship together. 
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FROM PASTOR BECKY … 
 

Todd and I just got back from our honeymoon. For 

those of you who don’t know, we took a cruise to 

Bermuda. Simply put, it was amazing. There was so 

much to do on the boat! Of course I couldn’t wait to 

get to Bermuda. One of the excursions that we had 

planned would take us to a beach with pink sand. I 

had researched the beach and found images of the 

pink sand and calm water that was clear and blue. I 

was extremely excited the day of our excursion. I 

admired the beauty of the island as we traveled by 

bus to the beach. The houses were painted with all 

different colors and the beaches we passed were 

beautiful. As we walked onto the beach I scanned 

the whole thing and sighed. It was not pink. I didn’t 

even see a hint of pink. The water was blue, but it 

wasn’t the calm water I was expecting. 

 

Although the beach was absolutely stunning, I will 

admit that I was disappointed. We spent the day 

swimming and lounging on the beach, watching as 

dark clouds rolled in. As the wind picked up I felt 

even more disappointed, our day at the beach was 

cut short. I brushed the sand off of my leg and that 

was when I noticed it. Amidst the white sand were 

bright grains of pink sand. As I scooped up a 

handful of sand and combed through it, I laughed. It 

had been there all along, I just hadn’t looked close 

enough. Looking back, I realize how close I was to 

allowing all of those little things to ruin a 

spectacular day. How often in life do we miss out 

on the beautiful things hidden amongst the 

ordinary? 

 

In light and love, 

Pastor Becky 

 
Our Consistory met in September and discussed 

the following:  

o The Pastor’s Report 

o The Treasurer’s Report 

o Pastor Becky’s Installation Service 

o Youth Events  

o Upcoming Worship Services 

o 2020 Budget Information 

o PNEC Fall Meeting  

o Fall Supper 

o Congregational Meeting 

o Music Director Search 

o Interim Music Director 

o Pray Ground in the Sanctuary 
 

Consistory meets on the second Wednesday of the 
month.  Their meetings are open to every member of 
our congregation.  For comments, concerns or further 
details, please see any member of Consistory.  

2019 Consistory 
 

Alan Byerley (President)  Sue Donchez (Secretary) 

Ann Goldfeder         Kirk Gorkos (Asst.Treasurer) 

Beverly Koch         Gerrie Koch (Treasurer) 

Josh Sanders (VP)  Nick Spengler 

Paul Wilhelm   Pam Wolf 
 

Annual Congregational 

Meeting 

will be held after worship on 

Sunday, November  17th. 
 

Upcoming Worship Services 
 

Nov. 3 All Saints’ Day 

Nov. 24 Hanging of the Greens 

Dec. 1 1
st
 Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 21 Longest Night Service at Emmanuel UCC 

Dec. 24 8 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Communion Service 

Dec. 29 Children’s Christmas Program 

 

Help Decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas 
 

Poinsettias 6" pot single branched plant 

with 4-6 blooms $8.00 

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. The 

order deadline is December 1. Any 

questions call the church office.  Pick up after the 

Christmas Eve service. 

mailto:alan.byerley@rcn.com
mailto:sdpsumom@aol.com
mailto:allijaco@rcn.com
mailto:gorkofam@verizon.net
mailto:cookiecrumbk@gmail.com
mailto:gkoch3@verizon.net
mailto:joshsanders@gmail.com
mailto:nickspengler@ymail.com
mailto:pvwilhelm@juno.com
mailto:flowmap45@aol.com


 

 

Render the Tender 
by Matthew Laney 

 

Some Pharisees and Herodians came to Jesus and 

asked, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 

Jesus said, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a 

coin.” They brought one. Then he said, “Whose 

head is this, and whose title?” They answered, 

“Caesar’s.” Jesus said, “Give to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s and give to God what belongs to God.” - 

Mark 12:13-17 
 

Property disputes are well-known to children. 
 

I witnessed many on the playgrounds of yesteryear. 

Child A takes Child B’s ball. Child B exclaims, 

“Hey, that’s mine!” Child A replies, “Really? I 

don’t see your name on it!” Some parents sharpie 

their children’s names on everything from 

basketballs to briefs for this very reason. 
 

Roman coins in Jesus’ day took it a few steps 

further. They not only bore Caesar’s name but also 

his picture. Because those coins were clearly 

Caesar’s, Jesus logically says, “Give to Caesar what 

is Caesar’s.” 
 

What Jesus says next—“Give to God what belongs 

to God”—is less obvious, but the same principle 

applies. What belongs to God? That which bears 

God’s name and image. What bears God’s image? 

We do. We are God’s children, God’s currency in 

this world. 
 

It’s been said that our life is God’s gift to us and 

what we do with our life is our gift back to God. I 

would take it a step further. My life is not mine at 

all. My life belongs to God. My life is God. 
 

I don’t live that awareness in every moment or even 

in most moments. Fortunately, deep belonging to 

God doesn’t need our awareness. God’s name is on 

us regardless. 
 

Prayer 
 

Just for today, help me see your image in me and in 

those I meet. Let me see your name written on our 

hearts in permanent ink. 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

November 2 Randy Koder 
November 5 Tim Klotz 
November 6 Susan (Kantor) Pugliese 
November 7 Lillian Day 
 Amanda Riegel 
 JoAnn Sofka 
November 9 Barbara Gross 
November 10 Matthew Deibert 
November 12 Robert Christman 
 Nick Spengler 

November 13 Ezra Gorkos 
November 14 Judy Anderson 
 Nicholas Giove 
November 15 Tina Seifert 
November 19 Pamela Wolf 
November 21 Pastor Becky 
November 23 Roberta Barrell 
 Khloe Bernhard 
November 25 Richard Geyer 
 Christopher Severn 
November 28 Alexander Severn 
November 29 James Anderson 
November 30 Lisa Bryn 
 Sandra Kirka 

 

Richard Geyer will be celebrating his 92nd birthday 

on Nov. 25th. He has been a long time 

member at LSUCC. Cards may be sent to 

Richard at 502 Magnolia Rd, Hellertown, 

PA 18055. 

 

 
Emma Breininger, Beverly Koch and Jackie Verba 

were all hospitalized in the last month.  For a while 

they were in Cedarbrook Fountain Hill at the same 

time.  They have all been discharged and are 

currently at home recuperating.  Please keep them 

and their caregivers in your prayers.  Their 

addresses are correct in the pictorial directory.  If 

you don’t have one, email the church office for a 

PDF copy or pick up a paper copy in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

You can help boost our church’s 

Facebook posts by liking our page and 

sharing our posts.  You can also help by 

checking in whenever you are in the 

building and sharing our church events.  

The more activity we have on our page the more 

people Facebook will connect us to. Join us at our 

weekly Stop to Pray Event as well. Just take a few 

minutes wherever you are to offer prayer. 
 

Daily Devotions 
 

If you would like to practice 

daily devotions or if you have 

been doing it for years you 

may be interested in knowing 

that there are a number of 

copies of “These Days” and “The Upper Room” 

devotional booklets available in Fellowship Hall 

and the Narthex free of charge.  If you are more 

techno-savvy and would like a free Stillspeaking 

daily devotional message delivered to your email 

inbox visit http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-

spirit/daily-devotional/ 
 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE NEWS 

Dessert and Bake Sale items are needed.  
Also, help is needed to set-up, prep, serve and clean-up.  
Please plan to help out. See Kirk to volunteer your time 
and for tickets for yourself or to sell to your friends and 
neighbors. 

ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY 

Please continue to be on the lookout for 

the envelopes you receive with stamps.  

Just trim your used envelope postage so there is 1/3 

inch of paper surrounding the stamp, and then drop 

them in one of the collection containers located in 

the Narthex or Fellowship Hall. If you want to 

know more about this ministry visit: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj0Gl1S3j6E 

SHOO-FLY PIES 
Shoo-fly pies will be baked 

November 16. The price is $7.00 

and pies can be picked up from 

10am – Noon.  Donations of Gold 

Medal All-purpose flour in 5 lb. bags are always 

welcome.  This is the last shoofly pie baking until 

January.  Pies should be pre-ordered on the sign-up 

sheet posted in Fellowship Hall or you can call the 

church office by November 14.   
 

Dan Schantz Fund Raiser Tickets 

Putting in spring bulbs or decorating for Halloween 

and Thanksgiving?  Remember to take a ticket with 

you anytime you shop at Dan Schantz.  Get the 

ticket scanned and the church will receive a 

donation. They are smart phone ready! You can 

download the APP for the Benefit Ticket Program 

for free on ITUNES or GOOGLE PLAY.  Show the 

cashier your phone, they will scan it, and the church 

will benefit. 

 
 

Grocery Gift Cards 
 

Sign up for December Gift Cards by November 20 

with delivery scheduled for 

Sunday, December 1. Cards 

can be purchased in increments 

beginning at $5 The Church earns 5% 

of the amount we sell. Remember to 

include your Christmas & New Year 

Celebrations and gift giving in your order. If there 

are any questions please see or call Gerrie Koch. 

You can sign up for cards in Fellowship Hall or the 

Narthex. 
 

Pecan Pie and Pumpkin Roll Sale 
The bakers will make pecan pie ($9) and 

pumpkin roll ($5 half $10 whole) on 

November 26 with pickup 3-6 pm. Orders 

are due by November 21. Sign-up sheets 

will be in the Narthex and Fellowship 

Hall or call the church office.  

 

http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit/daily-devotional/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj0Gl1S3j6E
mailto:gkoch3@verizon.net


 

We will be placing an 

order with the Shop 

With Scrip Program 

in November.  Orders are due by November 20 to 

ensure delivery before You will be able to order gift 

cards from more than 700 different retail stores and 

the church will benefit financially.  You can choose 

to place an order at church using an envelope and 

turning in cash or a check but if you prefer, you can 

sign up for an online account.  ShopWithScrip.com 

is the online ordering system that Lower Saucon 

UCC will use to gather family scrip orders.  Look 

for the booklets in Fellowship Hall and the Narthex.  

See Diana if you have questions. 
 

Christmas Candy  
Order forms for Christmas candy are found at the end 

of the Buzz.  Please consider sharing the information 

with your friends and family.  You are also invited to 

come out to help make candy.  Ask Gerrie or watch 

the bulletin for days and times. 
 

 OUR QUILTERS 
Our Quilters are always willing to accept new 

members to their group.  They love to share their 

skills and teach others to enjoy the craft of Quilting.   

If you are interested in joining the group or just 

would like to find out what quilting is like, just drop 

by any Tuesday.  Last chance to purchase quilt 

raffle tickets.  The drawing will be held November 

10
th

 during Fellowship Hour.  Tickets are included 

at the end of the Buzz.  Please share them with your 

friends and neighbors.  If you need larger quantities, 

see Elaine Kantor.  
 

 
 

EVANGELISM & MISSION NEWS 

 

In conjunction with our fall supper 

we will offer cottage industry crafts 

from around the world. These are all 

fair trade items. Making these items available for 

sale is a mission project for our congregation. 

Purchases benefit the artisans who created the items 

along with their entire communities. 

Christmas Cookie Trays 
The Mission Committee and 

others from the church will once 

again be making and selling 

cookie trays in December.  The 

cost is $15 per pound.  Orders are 

due by November 30
th

.  Sign up in the Narthex or 

Fellowship Hall.  Please let Martha Sterling know 

if you are interested in helping to bake cookies.  

Proceeds from cookie sales will benefit a variety of 

mission outreach programs.  
 

Fellowship Hour 
 

Nov    3:   

   10: Supper Committee 

17:  

24:  
 

Dec    1:  

               8:  

   15: 

22: Wilhelm 

29: Christian Ed 

  

A huge thank you to Carol & Rod Reichard, Diana 

Severn, Ann Goldfeder & Kathy Macdonald, and 

Pam Wolf, Nancy Gorkos & Lindsey Sanders for 

sponsoring Fellowship Hour in October. Doing so is 

a great way to celebrate a family event like a 

birthday or anniversary with your church family.  

But you don’t need to wait for a special event to be 

a sponsor.  Just choose a Sunday that suits your 

family.  If you don’t feel up to preparing and 

serving, you can save yourself the work by 

contributing a monetary donation. See Ann 

Goldfeder or Barbara Gross if you have questions. 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

 
Wednesday, November 6 and 20 at 7:00 PM. 

 

 
 

http://shopwithscrip.com/


 

Director of Music Search 
The search process is moving forward, 

slowly but surely.  The current choir 

members are enjoying their rehearsal 

time with Tina Giesler.  Rehearsals will 

continue to be held Thursday evenings 

at 7 PM.  Anyone wishing to join us is welcome.  

There are a few empty chairs on the choir loft.  One 

is waiting just for you. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
to serve as ushers or greeters. 

 

A huge thank you to all those who 

already serve for their willingness to 

continue as worship leaders.  If you 

would be willing to take a turn greeting folks at the 

door on Sunday morning or helping to collect offering, 

please let Diana Severn know or sign up on the list in 

the narthex.  We always welcome others as acolytes, 

lay readers and children’s sermon leaders as well. 

 
YOUTH NEWS 

Upcoming youth activities include: 

Nov 2    7:30 PM Halloween Party at Seifert Farm  
 

These activities are chosen for their appeal to our 

youth but are open to all family and friends of our 

entire congregation.  Plan to come and join in the 

fun!  
 

 
 

Please consider attending the upcoming events at 

Emmanuel UCC. 

 

Gift Card Social 
           November 8    6 pm-8 pm 

 

 
A Letter from Conference Minister Bonnie Bates 

 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 

I have kept the faith.”  
(2 Timothy 4:7) 

  
Many of you know that my personal life has been in a 
state of some upset in the last months. Due to health 
reasons, my husband has relocated to North Carolina 
to live with our son, daughter-in-law, and 

grandchildren so he has more daily care. As a result, I 
moved to a smaller apartment on September 1.  
 

My husband had heart surgery on October 8
th
. 

Because that surgery was unsuccessful, he has 
another heart surgery scheduled on October 
29

th
. Additionally, my brother has been struggling with 

metastatic brain cancer and is in the last stages of 
life. Balancing these family health issues and the work 
I am called to do has been challenging.  
 

I cannot begin to tell you how much I have been 
supported by the staff and members of the 
Conference. The staff has been pitching in to cover 
some activities. I have been doing some work off-site 
and via Zoom so I have been able to continue fulfilling 
my job responsibilities. The pastors of the conference 
and our congregations have been lifting prayers for 
my family and me. I know that the prayers of support 
are helping me to “fight the good fight” and “keep the 
faith.”  
 

Human life throws us curveballs. My husband was 
seeing a cardiologist here in Pennsylvania so his 
heart and health issues are unexpected. I would have 
expected my brother to outlive me since he is three 
years my junior. Yet in the midst of all this, I have 
never felt alone; never felt unsupported. I have never 
felt God was not walking with me. I have continued to 
“fight” through the difficulties in my life hand-in-hand 
with those who are “racing in this life” with me. For 
“the Lord has stood by me and given me strength” (2 
Timothy 4:17).  
 

I want you all to know that YOU are also my strength. 
As we come together as a Conference on November 
2, and we learn, conduct business, and worship, 
please know the gratitude I feel for each one of you. 
We have accomplished a lot together.   
 

The Board Governance Implementation Team listed 
these and shared them with the Conference Board. I 
share them with you now. 
 

 Constitution revised and updated 
 By-laws revised and updated 
 Board Policies revised 

 Vision, Mission and Core Values revised and 
updated 

 Board Job Description and Responsibilities created 
 Established annual Board Retreat/Orientation  
 Established drop box for Board members to access 

meeting materials & reports 
 Staff job descriptions have been updated 
 Volunteer policies have been established 
 Changes in the financial reporting structure were 

made 
 Budget and Investment oversight committees 

formed  

mailto:dsevern@hsideauto.com


 
 Established a system for electronic giving  
 Committee on Ministry restructured 
 New Ministries, Teams and Programs developed 
 Circular communication loop established between 

the Board and committees/teams  
 Realigned some reporting structures 
 Program and Ministries being evaluated 
 Establishing OCWM Strategies and Ways of Work  
 Government and Ministry Implementation assessed 
 Timeline/Action Planning implemented 
 Established two Conference Meetings each year 

with different agendas  
  
You have done this work in the race we run together. 
Thank you. Feel good about the way you have 
supported one another as we continue to be the 
people of God serving in the Penn Northeast 
Conference.  
  
Blessings, 
Bonnie 

 

 

THE JOY OF GIVING 

Our church is once again 

participating in providing gifts for 

the children of the food bank clients.  

There is a list in the narthex.   Please 

sign your name and take the corresponding gift tag.  

Purchase a new gift, wrap it, add the gift tag and 

return the gift to church by December 1. This year 

most of the tags have gift ideas listed. If you are 

stuck for a gift idea, giftcards are a good option. We 

will dedicate the gifts and then take them to the 

food bank for distribution with food pick up. 

 

 
 

Hellertown Light Up Night presented by the H-

LSCC and Mobile Technology Graphics with 

support from other local partners will be held 

Friday, Nov. 29 from 5 to 8 p.m. in Dimmick Park. 

Highlights of the festivities will include 

complimentary hot cocoa and cookies, 

performances by local groups, cash tractor & trolley 

rides, kids activities, holiday movies on the big 

screen and of course Santa’s arrival for photos. 

Search-A-Word Puzzle 
Based on Psalm 100 (NRSV) 

 

 Psalm 100 

All Lands Summoned to Praise God 

A Psalm of thanksgiving. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  

Worship the LORD with gladness; 

   come into his presence with singing.  
 

Know that the LORD is God. 

   It is he that made us, and we are his; 

   we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 

   and his courts with praise. 

   Give thanks to him, bless his name.  
 

For the LORD is good; 

   his steadfast love endures forever, 

   and his faithfulness to all generations.  

 

***************************** 
A special thank you to Betty Byerley for 

acting as our monthly proof reader. 

 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION FOR 

THE BUZZ BY THE 15
TH

 OF THE MONTH 

TO info@lowersauconucc.org 

I WILL REPLY TO IT SO YOU KNOW I 

RECEIVED IT. 

mailto:info@lowersauconucc.org


 

 



 



 

Lower Saucon UCC 

1375 Third Ave 

Hellertown, PA 18055 

610-838-8821 

www.lowersauconucc.org 
churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org 

 

Worship at 9:00 am 
Sunday School at 9:30 am 

 

$1 each or $5 for 6 
 

1st Prize   Queen Size Quilt 
2nd Prize       $100 Giant Gift Card 
3rd Prize   $100 Outback Gift Card 
4th Prize  Hand Crocheted Afghan 
5th Prize         Hand Made Country    

       Basket 
6th Prize       Antique Caned Chair 
7th Prize         Large Roasting Pan 
8th Prize         $50 Macy Gift Card  
9th Prize          Hand Made Quilted 

    Tote Bag 
10th Prize        Granny Square 

          Crocheted Lap Quilt 
11th Prize       $25 Crossroads 

    Gift Card  
12th Prize       $25 The Scoop 

    Gift Card 
  

Drawing: November 10, 2019 
 

Dinners:  
4/27/19 Spaghetti & Salad Bar 4-7 

11/9/19 Fall Supper 4-7 
 

Thank You! Good Luck! 
 
 

Lower Saucon UCC 

1375 Third Ave 

Hellertown, PA 18055 

610-838-8821 

www.lowersauconucc.org 
churchoffice@lowersauconucc.org 

 

Quilt Raffle Drawing 
November 10, 2019 
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